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Third Thursday Preview

SECOND ANNUAL BAWA CHRISTMAS DINNER

DUE TO THE SUCCESS OF LAST YEARS EVENT, THE BOARD HAS PLANNED A
CHRISTMAS DINNER WHICH WILL BE HELD ON THURSDAY, DECEMBER 8, AT &6:30
PM. ALTHOUGH WE ALLL ENJOY MEETING IN WOODWORKING SHOPS, WE DECIDED
TO GO ALL OUT AND RENT A FACILITY FOR THIS FINE EVENT. STEVE MADDEN
HAS MADE ALL THE ARRANGEMENTS FOR 1S AT THE ALLIANCE® FRANCAISE® IN
SAN FRANCISCO. THE ADDRESS IS 1345 BUSH AND IS LOCATED BETWEEN POLK
AND LARKIN. AFTER EXITING 10! IN DOWNTOWN S.F. GO NORTH ON 9TH ST.
CROSSING MARKET TO LARKIN. BUSH ST. IS ONE WAY FROM POLK AND LARKIN,
SO TURN EITHER ONE BLOCK BEFOQRE OR AFTER BUSH AND RETURN FROM POLK ST.
WHICH IS A TWO WAY ST, THERE IS GROUND LEVEL PARKING ACROSS THE
STREET AS WELL AS A COUPLE PARKING GARAGES NEARBY.

ADMISSION TO THIS EVENT FOR OUR MEMBERS AND THEIR INVITED GUESTS
WILL BE A POTLUCK DISH FOR E-10 PEOPLE OR %5.00 PER PERSON WHICH W®ILL
BE COLLECTED AT THE DOOR. THE BOARD MEMBERS WILL BE COOKING THE
TURKEY, DRESSING, ETC. AND MEMBERS ARE ASKED TO BRING "ALL THE
TRIMMINGS® ( APPETIZERS, SALADS, HOT VEGETABLES, DESSERTS, ETC.) WE
HAVE A FULL KITCHEN, BUT WE ASK THAT YOU BRING YOUR ITEM IN “READY TO
SERVE® CONDITION WITH A SERVING UTENSIL. HOT DISHES CAN BE KEPT WARM
IN THE OVENE.

PLEASE R.S.V.P. NO LATER THAN TUESDAY, DECEMBER &, SO0 WE KNOW HOW
MANY TURKEYS TO BUY AND TABLES TQ SET. EVEN IF YOU SIGNED UF AT THE
NOVEMBER MEETING, PLEASE LEAVE A MESSAGE AT 415-537-4096 AS TO HOW
MANY ARE COMING, AND WHAT FOOD ITEM YOU ARE BRINGING, DR IF YOU WILL
BE PAYING AT THE DOOR. THANKS FOR YDUR COOPERATION IN MAKING THE BEST
EVER CHRISTMAS FOR BAWA.




Classifieds

FOR SALE: WOQD TECH. LIBRARY, WODD COLLECTION (400+ SPECIES BY
COUNTRY) AND 249 WVOL. HOUGH'S ENCYCLOPEDIA OF woobDs. CALL JOMN
415-347-1129.

JOB OPPORTUNITY: OAKLAND CABINET SHOP SEEKING JOURNE YMAN LEVEL
CABIMET-MAKER, FULL TIME. WAGES NEGOTIABLE. CALL 26B8-9657.

SPECIAL EVENT: THE GALLERY 44/BAWA SHOW IS OPENING THURS. DEC. 1.
GALLERY HOURS ARE 2-& PM WED.-SAT. AND IS LOCATED AT 4401 SAN LEANDROD
BLVD. NEAR HIGH ST., OAKLAND, CA. 41%-533-6500.

BAWA T-SHIRTS! AVAILABLE AT THE MEETINGS OR MAIL ORDER. MEMBERS %8,
NON-MEMBERS %10 PLUS %1.50 POSTAGE AND HANDL ING.

Calendar

JAM. 4 NEWSLETTER - BOARD MEETING

JAN. 19 GENERAL MEETING

FEPF. 1 NEWSLETTER - BOARD MEETING

FER .16 GENERAL MEETING

MAR. 1 NEWSLETTER - BOARD MEETING

MAR. 19 GENERAL MEETING

MAR. 3I1-APR. Z NO. CA. WOODWORKING SHOW
APR. S NEWSLETTER - BOARD MEETING

APR. 20 GENERAL MEETING

s - e e e e S S W

Counter Tops and
Custom Fabrication in
Plastic Laminates
and Corian

Whether you want to buy materials to fabricate
yourself, or t0 subcontract a complete instaflation, call

wertern
plastics

aeTiCS Western Plastics for all brands of plastic laminates and
solid surfacing materials. Our prices are competitive,
,_'{_! and our quality and service are outstanding.

1440 Bancroft Ave. San Francisco, CA 94124

822—3221 Monday — Friday 8:00 am-~-4:30 pm.




Highlights from Last Meeting

November's meeting was held at The Splinter Group, a woodworking
co-op in Berkeley. Dan Fernandez, along with several other of
the co-op's members were our hosts for the evening. They gave us
a look into their operations and organization as a co-op. This
included a history of the group from its founding to where the
group is today. Though the group has seen members come and go,
the present group of woodworkers have all been together for a
number of years.

Each of the members spoke to us about such things as their job
duties, handling of accounts and inventories, sharing of space
and tools, meetings, and even conflicts. They spoke of the ups
and downs that the group has experienced, and though there are
advantages and disadvantages, the comradery and friendships that
developed has made the co-op a unique experience. It goes with-
out saying that working in such an enviroment must have its
rewards to make The Splinter Group the success it is.

In addition to the main evenings topic, Woody Woodward gave us
another look into some of the assortment of Jigs that he has
constructed over the years. He made mention that sometimes the
majority of his time may go into creating and constructing a jig
to do a project, rather than the project itself. In retrospect,
the use of a jig can ensure a more accurate project as well as a
much safer project.

If there was one thing that Woody attempted to get across to us
all, was the subject of safety. True he builds his jigs-- and he
has alot of them—-- to do cleaner and more accurate work, but he
really wanted to emphasize safety. This included such things as
proper clothing being worn, the wearing of safety glasses or
goggles, as well as abstaining from having that beer until such
time as the machines are off for the day.

Woody has agreed to continue with his discussions of jigs in
future meetings, so be sure to attend and get some great ideas on
these elaborate and handy "helpers".
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WALNUT + BIACH » MAHOGANT & TEAK + ALDLH + MATL : : RETAIL-WHOLESALE
= POPL . L] O = EXONCS : 5 .
DOMESTIC & WAPORTED HARDWOOD 1UMBER & PYWOOD ; Red Oak * White Oak ® Birch
HARDWOOD FLOORING » NAIL GUN RENTAL + STAIR PARTS 1 Mapie ®* Walnut ¢ Ash ¢ Cherry
© BUTCHER BLOCKS « MOULDINGS » VENEER « PANEIING o COATED
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SPECIALTY SOFTWOQOOD

TiIM OLIVER (415) 467-B711

e offer a farge selection of fine
». woodworking tools for the shop
. ‘rL‘ and professional carpenter at the
b lowest prices.
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) WHOLE EARTH ACCESS

AN FRANCISCO
-8 RRELEY 401 Bayshore Bhg 285 5244 SAN RAFAE |
- £ Aanby B4 S 3000 863 E Francace Biva 459 2531

547 -7257

4050 HORTON
EMERYUILLE CA 94608

90 LOOMIS ST.
SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94124

648-7257

SPRAY BOOTH SERVICE

tlear/color lacquering

staining polane

Stuart Lehrman Studio

(415) 547-8255
1500 Park Ave Emeryville 94608

MAcMURRAY PACIFIC —f—f—
l

Stocking thousands of hardware products from
over 100 manufacturers. Accuride, Baldwin,
Schlage, Grass, KV, Grant, McKinney.

Open 8 AM to 5 PM Monday -~ Friday.
Will Call Hours: 8:30 to 11:30 AM
1:00 to 4:00 PM

415) 552-5500 568 Seventh 51 San Francisco, CA 94103

QUALITY SAW WODRKS

Saies & Sharpening
: CARBIDE
Sows + Took « Cutters
Wood « Metsi + Plastic

Punet iwves £ Handsaws

e ervice the Fades

1 LOOMIS
SAN FRANCISCO

{415) 282-3060




From the Editor

In continuation pf Kevin's review D+ the November wmeeting,
following is the results of the elections:

President—--—-- Kevin Seger
Vice President Carl Johnson
Tresurer Dave Sowa
Newsletter Editor --~Norma Brooks
Secretary VACANT

We Will reppen the nominations and complete the election of a
Secretary at the December meeting. The job of the Secretary is to
record minutes at the general wmeeting and the board meeting and write
a synopsis of this for the newsletter. As with all the elected
positions, the Secretary will serve on the board and help administer
the organization for 1989,

Although mv intention was to pass the newsletter position on to
someone at this time, here 1 am again. Since my work load in wmy
business is continuing to increase, my acceptance was conditional that
an Assistant Editor be chosen who wants to learn the job. Although 1
have accompished some of the things I set put to do with the format
and the mailing list, it’s time to take another step and find sDomeone
with a gorvputer and desktop publishing program to further improve the
newsistter. The other greatest need is for people to contribute
articles for the nensletter. Mpst wopndworkers are “doers® not
writers, but we can all at least cut and paste. 1 also need black and
white photoes of your work, a jig, etc. and a brief story about it.
1've enjoyed being Newsietter Editor as well as co-chm., with Don
Segale, and before that Secretary, but its time fOor some new energy.

Now that our membership has reached 180 ( about 10 new menbers
each morth) we are ready to form year-round committees. This is &n
opportunity for each one of ypu to give something to an organization
which gives to you each month. The fpllowing committees were proposed
at the Board meeting last night!

A. PROGRAM: Coordinate monthly weeting subjects and locations, field
trips, and Saturday workshops.

R. SHOWS: Coordinate participation in Trade shows and Exhibits of
BAWA members work.

C. HOSPITALITY: Refreshments;, greeting, sign in, and name tags at
monthly meetings.

D. HISTORICAL/LIBRARY: Maintain binders with past newslietters,
publications, slide collection, and video tapes.

E. COMMUNITY OUTREACH: Coordinate an annual project such as the
Larkin St. Center or several smaller projects.

F. PUBLICITY: Submit information to area newspapers about upcoming
meetings, shows, etc.

G. SOCIAL COMMITTEE: Crordinate events like the golf tournament
baseball games, ski trip, and whatever.

H, NOMINATING COMMITTEE: Select possible candidates for offices to
be elected at the November meeting.

ALTHOUGH THE CHRISTMAS DINNER 1S PRIMARILY A SOCIAL EVENT, THERE
WILL BE SIGNUFP SHEETS FOR THE COMMITTEES. THE NEXT BOARD/NEWSLETTER
MEETING WILL BE JANUNARY 4, 198%. SEE YOU AT THE CHRISTMAS DINNER.




EXOTIC HARDWOODS
VENEERS PLYWOODS

Honduras Mahogany © Burma Teak
Satinwood ¢ Cocobolo * Bubinga ¢Padauk
Koa * Zebrawood * Bocote ¢ Rosewood
Wenge ¢ Lacewood ® Purple Heart
Macassar Ebony » Gonsalvo Alves

CUSTOM EXOTIC PLYWOOD
Birdseye Maple » Koa * Lacewood
Brazilian Rosewood * Macore * Bubinga
Honduras Mahogany * Others

The Best Quality and Prices in the Bay Area!

MENDOCINO WOODWORKS
4701 San Leandro Street « Qakland, CA 94601 » 436-5702

SARTOR SAW WORKS

All Saws Sharpened or Repaired « Pick-up. delivery
Sales & Prompt Service

Carbide Saws and Router Bits Our Specialty

250 Bayshore Blvd., San Francisco
Phone: (415) 282-6093

2 decore-ative specialties

CUSTOM CABINET DOORS

* OVER 90 DESIGNS IN WOOD OR LAMINATE
* ALL ORDERS SHIPPED IN TEN DAYS OR LESS
¢ CUSTOM DESIGNS ALSO AVAILABLE

Ken Larimer
NORTHERN CALIFORNIA OFFICE
(415) 449-2125
Toll free Sprint No.

1-800-877-8000- tone- 664-4473
4414 No. Azusa Canyon Road, Irwindale, CA 91706

ABRASIVES * BANDSAWS * BORING MACHINES * DRILL PRESSES
DUST COLLECTORS * EDGE BANDERS * FEEDERS * JOINTERS *
LATHES * MOULDERS ROUTERS * PANEL SAWS * PINCH
ROLLERS * PLANERS * PORTABLETOOLS * SHAPERS * TABLE
SAWS * TOOLING * WIDE BELT SANDERS * AND MUCH MORE!

MACHINERY INC.

“SERVING THE WOODWORKING AND PLASTICS INDUSTRIES™

16055 A CAPUTO DRIVE
MORGAN HILL, CA 95037

(408) 779-1910
FAX (408) 778-0565

US.
CELLULOSE
HAS YOUR NEEDS
COVERED.

with

Pigmented Lacquer
Thinners Lacquer Additives
Reducers Removers
Stripping Aids Waxes
Abrasives Touch-up Supplies
Safety Equipment Spray Equipment
Clear Lacquers Adhesives

Solvents

U.S. CELLULOSE

520 PARROT, 5AN JOSE, CA 95112 [408) 295-0n04

HRRDWOOD

930 ASHBY AVENUC 2150 DARDALE AVENLE
BIRKELLY, CA BuT10

{415) Ba3-4390 (415) B.7-0782

San FRANCISIG, CR 84124



Larkin Street Services

Larkin Street Youth Center

a multi-service center for homeless, runaway and street youth 044 Larkin Street San Francisco, California $4109 (415) 6730911

LARKIN STREET'S REMCDELING IS IN FULL SWING !

Thanks to the many BAWA members who volunteered their time, the Center will
be able to build a new Drug Abuse Center, Medical Clinic, Classroom and Street
Outreach Cffices. Our other generous donors are:
Marty Zwick & Associates (architectural services)
John O'Brien Mechanical (all plumbing services)
Bob Huggins (all electrical services thru Alccholics Ancnymous)
Thrifty Jr. (new kithen and shower)
And many more!

By the time you read this newsletter, the first BAWA crews will be raising
partition walls in two of our buildings. Over the next few weeks, They'll

be raising some more, nail sheetrock and hang doors, all most likely before
Christmas. We hope to take occupancy of those buildings by January 15, and
immediately move on to our last project. We anticipate to finnish our total
remodeling by March lst, 1988, and would like to invite you to our Open House
Celebration(further notice will appear in an upcoming newsletter)

Again, thanks so much for your support. These ‘throw-away' kids deserve
a second chance; they really need a hand to get back on track; you are
helping them take their first steps into that direction.

Peter de Goey
Volunteer project coordinator

SHOW OPENS DEC 15T i e O
i ASSOCTAT
Reception 6-8pm § s

Siides by Gary Bennett 8pm

ContemPorary Furniture anp WooD ScuLpTure
SHOW CLOSES DEC 23RD °

Works iIN WooD

with designs by:
Gary Bennet, Rob Carey, Don Dupont,
A Edword Gottesman. Tim Kennedy,
: Richard Knight. Lewis Meyers, Jr., Bob Newhall,

4401 SANLEANDRO, AT HICH STREET OAKLARD, CA gebo1 PHONE 415146500 Eizobeth Parkhurst, George Rezendes.
26P M WEDNESDAY THRU SATURDAY Merryll Sayion, Scott Wynn.




WOOD OF THE MONTH

Bird’s-eye maple — a North
American original.

By Jo-Ann Kalser

Maple's appeal as a furniture wood dates
back to colonial days. Then, as now, both
plain and figured maples were prized as
hard, heavy woods with excellent resist-
ance to abrasion and wide availability.
Colonial woodworkers found both types to
be extremely versatile, making them good
choices for flooring, musical instruments,
paneling and even gunsilocks.

There was, however, one particular ma-
ple figure that the colonists wanted little to
do with — bird's-eye maple. To them it
was a gefective wood.

But things have changed. Togay, bird's-
eye maple is & wood in vogue. Partly
because it is unpredicatabie supply-wise,
but more so because of ils unique beauty,
hird's-eye is regarded as one of the most
valuable mapie figures.

A mystery of the ages

Most of the supnly of brd's-eye comes
from stxgar maple trees. How the bird's-
eye is formed is @ mystery thal continues
o befuddie the experts. A few thecries
exisi, though.

In his book, “Know Your Woods,"
Albert Constantine Jr. writes, “There has
long been a discussion as fo what causes
the bird's-eve figure in maple. The accept-
ed behef foday is that is is caused by a
stunted growth. It is found in trees where
the growth has been the siowest — always
on the northeast slopes of hills and in trees
that have been hemmed in on all sides in
the forest, where the tree has had little ight
and air.”

Constantine cites studies in which trees
were marked and left standing alone after
others around them were felled. Some of
these trees, feft as long as 20 years in
open clearings, yielded plain veneers.
Meanwhile, trees of the same type, left to
grow beneath the shade of larger trees,
showed the bird's-eye figure

Warren Lee, executive vice president of
the Birds Eye Veneer (Co., Escanaba,
Mich., said the U.S. Forest Producis Labo-
ratory has conducled studies on what
causes the bird's-eye figure. “'The re-
searchers beleve something has sup-
pressed the growth of the free — that
growth condions are nol quite proper.
They think that either lack of sunshine or
lack of water causes it."

Lee added that FPL researchers planted
seeds from bird's-eye maples but that the
F6& ' WOOD & WOOD PRODUCTS/OCTOBER 1888

resulting trees did not yield bird's-eyes.
“They don't believe it is genetic,” he
said.

A ‘prized commodity’

“‘Bird's-eye maple is a highly prized com-
modity,” said Steve Webb of the David R.
Webb Co. Inc., based in Edinburgh, Ind.
Webb said that typica! prices for an 8-foot
paneklength cut is about $2.50 a square
fool. "Furniture grades of bird's-eye maple
cut shorter for use as table fops and desk
fronts would range in price from 50 cents
to $1.25 per square foot,” said Webb.
“Long, good bird’s-eye is difficult {o find.”

How the bird’'s-eye Is
formed is a mysitery that
continues to befuddle
the experts. A few
theories exist, though.

Webb also said that no one is complete-
ly certain how bird’s-eye figures oceur, but
added that some experts theorize they
resull from a genelic defect or a disease
that attack the tree. “‘Until you cut it, there
is no way 1o know if a tree has the tird’s-
eye maple. In a forest you can cut 100
maples and 10 trees may have il or maybe
none will have il. That s whal makes it so
valuabie,” he said.

Webb added thal the largest concentra-
tions of bird’s-eye maple seem o be in the
Upper Peninsula of Wictigan. Other sites of
more than average bird's-eye occurance
are in parts of Canada along the Lake
Supenior shore. Loggers who cut maple
are constantly on the lookout for it. A log
buyer can see the charactenstics with the
marking on the bark of a tree and by read-
ing the fresh cut butt ends for a clue as fo

BIRD’S-EYE MAPLE

which trees contain the highly prized fig-
ures,

Brrd's-eye is one of the many types of
figures maple trees yield. Others include:
curly fiddieback figures (so-called be-
cause it is used for viohns), wormy sugar
maple, quited maple, leaf figure and
straight grain. While some refer to bird's-
eye mapie as a burl, most wood and ven-
eer experts classily it as a figure. Constan-
fine explains the confusion. He notes thata
bird’'s-eye figure somewhat resembles a
figure in a burl because it has the small eve
of a burl. However, burls usuzlly feature
eyes that are surrounded by a senes of
clusters. In the bird's-eye maple, each eye
stands out separately.

Sugar maple veneer is rofary cut, which
means the veneer is cut in & continuous
strip by rotating a log against the edge of a
krife using a veneer lathe. This method
produces the best yield of distinctive ve-
neers. The term denotes a small spot in the
wood surounded by an elfipse of cocentric
fibers. Bird's-eye figures rarely appear in
other woods, among the exceptions are:
yew, red oak and Masur birch.

“"Bird's-eye mapie is a beautitul, very
expensive wood,"” said Rich Spraggs of
Hartzeli Hardwoods Inc., Piqua, Ohic. "An
B-oot cutling of bird's-eye veneer would
range in price form $1 to $1.50 per square
foot compared with wainut in the same 8-
foot cutting going for 35 cents to 50 cents
per square fool. The bird's-eye runs three
times the price,” he said.

Colorizing bird’s-eye figures

Webb said thal bird's-eye, a distinctly
North American product, is very popular in
Europe and Taiwan as a furniture wood.
Here it is every it as popular for furniure,
interior office design and cabinetry.
"Bird's-eye is a highly figured wood with a
real concenfration of figwe and lots of
movement. | never met anyone who didn
like it. Because il is a fight color and a true
maple, it can be easily stained or dyedina
variety of colors,” he said. "*Anything goes
today. | have seen it dyed every color trom
black to hot pink to lime green."

One coloring process involves cocking
aniline dye into the sliced veneer with mas-
sive pressure cookers. The dye is heated
and forced into the wood through steam
pressure. Lee said this process s used
widely in ltaly and creales a veneer that 1S
completely dyed. “'No matier what is done
to the wood, sanding for example, the
piece is the same color throughout.” he
said. Other treatmenis include picking
Like other maples, bird's-eye takes trad-
tional stains extremely well. Poggenpohl,
for example, features bird'seye maple
kitchen cabinets in a cherry stan. B




THE FOLLOWING 1S REPRINTED FROM THE PUBLICATION CALLED DELTAGRAMS THE

FIRST OF WHICH WERE PUBLISHED ABOUT 1930 BY DELTA TOOL MFG. OF
MILWAUKEE, WIS.

"The Dellagram

Paublished for Oumners of Delta Shops Everywhere
JAMES TATE — Editor

MARCH, 1932

“Without tools man is nothing:; with tools he is all.” — Carivin

Hobbies and Mental Health

44 IFE is enriched by the use of the
hands”-——so runs a quotation from
an article lately written by Sir

Herbert Barker, & famous English surgeon.
Writing on the value of handicrafts as an
aid to mental development, he says: “It is
depiorable that so few men and women
today can boast of any skill of the hands at
all. We take our ‘daily dozen’ as a matter
of course; but our hands, those marvelous,
prehenasile tools provided by nature, lie
idle, neglected.”

More and more the modern physician is
coming to realize the tremendous value,
both mental and physical, of 2 good hobby.
And foremost of all hobbies, in the eyes
of those who have studied the subject from
the standpoint of mental health, is that of
owning and operating a home workshop.
8ir Herbert goes on to say: “Much of the
mute unhappincss of many people today is
due to the fact that they have, unknown
to themselves, a desire to create. They are
Bot artists, yet they have deep down within
them the artist’s creative impulse. Those
impulses find an outlet in the acquisition
of manual skill. To make somcthing—to
stand back and regard a thing actually
made by one's own hands—that is a joy
skin to the artist's joy of creation. And, in
its humble sphere, it is creation. The re-
ward is fuller life and more perfect har-
mony of the body, closer rhythm between
the body and the pind.”

During the course of many years’ con-
tact with “homecrafts” of every kind, and
of every degree of skill, we have come to
realize just how true this statement of Sir
Herbert's is. There is not a man who ever
made something—no matter how simple—

with his own hands, who has not felt the
richer for it. This feeling arises not only
from the satisfaction of the creative in-
stinct, deep though that satisfaction is, but,
in addition, from the knowledge that dif-
ficulties have been encountered, and sur-
mounted by patient effort and constructive
thought. No man ever tackles a new job
in his own workshop without encountering
unexpected difficulties; difficulties that are
sometimies due to lack of equipment, some-
times to the intractability of the material
and often to the lack of skilled knowledge
of the work itself.

Here is where the native ingenuity of
the craftsman shows itself at its best. And
when the difficulties have been overcome—
often by the most unorthodox methods—
what a feeling of satisfaction remains!

The mental and physical relaxation
afforded through the medium of the home
workshop is commencing to appeal more
and more to a vast body of professional
and semi-professional workers. These men
find that the minor problems presented
during the hours spent in the workshop
are a perfect set-off against the cares of
business. For who can worry about the
stock market, or the case that is to come
up tomorrow or the note that is due next
week, when the piece of work on the
bench demands all one’s attention if the
joints are to fit properly?

Nor does it greatly matter what is made
in the home workshop; ship models, fur-
niture, model engines, doll houses; nick-
nacks, clocks or what have you; the final
result is the same—hours of pleasure and

creative effort that can be gained in no
other way.




Metamine - Particle Board
: eh MOF - Veneers « Specaties
PAT XOZISEK ! . Moldings . Fbonng * Paneling
PROPRIETOR : Finland Birch « Starr Pans

2431 WASHINGTON AVENUE (415} 895-6838
SAN LEANDRO, CA 94577 (415) B95-5819
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