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THIRD THURSDAY PREVIEW

The April general meeting will be held at 7:30pm on April 16th at Bob Newhall's shap, BO1 -~ S4th Ave., Oskland.
From San Franmcisco, cross the bridge and take the Nimitz Freeway (B80) south to High St. Exit at High St. and go
east {toward the hills)}. Turn right on San Leandro St., then rioht again on 54th Ave. Go one block and park.
Phone number is 532-0009. The main event will be Phils Bemis who will show and tell us everything he knows about
jios (which is a lot!). We will also have a presentatien by Gary 3avelli of Basic llest Insurance Agency who will
tell us what people in woodworking need to know about insurance, Also, we'll have a show-and-tell event in which
all of you reading this are asked to bring something you've made for children, such as toys, and share them with
the group. Finally, Peter Good, who recently visited a number of woodworkers in the New York and Boston areas,
will report on the state of woodworking in the East.

PREVIEL OF MAY MEETING
BAWA is very pleased to be able to presemt Sam Maloof as the featured speaker at our May Meesting, This special
event will be held on the eveming of May 21st. Locstion will be announced in the May newsletter. The event will
e free to BAWA members, however, we will ask for a $10. per person donation from non-members to help us offset
the casts irwolued in bringing Mr, Maloof to.the Bay Area and.speaking to us. On the other hand, for only %30.,
if you act soon, you can become a member of Bay Area Woodworkers Association for an entire year, which entitles you
to attend all meetimgs and events and receive the rewsletter by mail each monmth. Plus, you can attend the Sam
Maloof event free. A membership application can be found elsewhere in this issue.

HIGHLIGHTS FROM LAST MEETING

The March general meeting of BAWA went very well. I liked putting en a meeting at my shop and having pecple in to
see a new instrument just before taking it sway to its new owner. For me, it was a trest to see both a number of
old friends and to meet a number of new pecpie, many of whom have become nmew members of BAWA from the recent shows
for woodworkers. Welcome to them. Chairman Larry Bersiasn led off, taking us through cld and new business with
dispatch. Rick Parkinsom of U.S5. Cellulose, San Jose, made an excellent oresentation of their ranges of products
for woodworkers with valuable specific mention of the dangers inherent in data sheets about toxic substances.
These sheets are too difficult to serve useful endsi they do not warn us, but instead can lead to risky shop
practices. Rick is making up simplified sheets for commonly usec finishing products that we hope to get coples
of for =1l of us. I showed off a mew instrument, a Mother and Child Virginals, kind of an elaborate joke, but also
pretty to look at. [Fditor's note: Bcob is being modest. The instrument, which he made, was not only beautiful
to look at; it was alsp & fascinating design, exquisitely crafted and had a marvelous sound. Bob is an extremely
fine harpsichord maker but he's not about to say it, so I will.] The rarest thing in the shop, I'm sure, was the
antigue French harpsicherd, unfortunately anonymous (or "maker not known'"). It is perhaps one of three such
instruments in the world. I hope I don't mess it up. [There he goes agein; this is actually the master crafisman
_ calking -Ed.] A real contrast came when Kurt Buerholt took us exceilently through his slides of his work; log

houses and heavy timber framing followed by skins that leave the intricate joinery exposed on the interior of his
Montana houses. Rugged, precise, very secure in a world of doubts and vagueness. Also, there was time to talk
among ourselves. Again, welcome to all joining BAWA.

Bob Greenberg



NOTES FROM EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Nine interested members met March 26th a2t Larry Borsian's house, which is renewing itself also, from the ground
up. One may be slightly surprised at seeing the plumbing for the top floor working its way out of the ceiling of
the front rcom. Much was accomplished, centering around a strong desire to renew BAWAR, starting from the idea
that the orgsnization must grow and change to stay alive. OBne concrete step was @ vote to invest $75. as a
consulting fee to learn if there would be a gain for BAWA to become a non-profit orgapizstion, that is, to file
such papers as to make it official. An expert will be approached for an informed opinion. Discussion of officers
included a plan to increase their number and the length of their terms to one year. Comment was made that BAWA
has by-laws that render it much more than a social group and much more like an actusl guild. Agreement centered
on defining guals for the organization, then finding people willing to work cut the necessary means to achieve the
goals. There was both a sense of needing to act guickly, rather than "letting things happen" (like elections),
and also a sense of needing to discuss things fully, without sugdemly presenting them for a vote. Ewveryone felt
that it wes possible to plan many activities while preserving the format of presentation/socializing that is
clearly central to BAUWA., At the same time, the plans for fresh directions are underway, such as further outreach
for membership, seminars such as the May meeting that will present Sam Maloof and an ongoing series about the

dangers of toxic substances. Bob Greenberg

CLASSIFIEDS

GCALLERY DPENING: Jim ang Sally Bishop are opening a new gallery at 779 Bush St. (2t Powell) in San Francisco.
They are looking for pieces with excellence in quality anmd design. Interest centers around furniture, lamps,
pottery, wood and other crafts. The gallery is open 1l1am-8pm. Call 775-1342 for informatior.

LATHE: Very heavy duty Fay and Egan. 12" swing, 35" between centers, 4 speed, ball bearing, $800O.
Brian Burns, 227-5335.

JOINTER, Powermatic 8", 3ph, $200.

PLANER, Powermatic 20", 10hp, 3ph, $4000.

TABLE SAW, Wadkin-Bursgreem 10", 3hp, 3ph, $110C.
BANDSAW, 30", Shp, single phase, $1200. Mark, B53-B1G2,

HUGH FITE, custom finisher for the custom woodworker, has moved from San Francisco to 1237 S0th Ave., Dakland.
Telephone - 532-8112.

FROM THE EDITOR

In June, it will be a year and a half since I took over the newsletter editor’s job. At that time I intend to retire
from this position and oo on to other things. Oh, don't get me wrongs you'll still hear from me. Now that I've
gotten used to throwing my opinions zround in print, seasonsd with an occasional slightly caustic remack, "1l
continue to submit articles for the mewsletter. But starting in July, someone else will decide what tc print. So
I1'd like some of the rest of you cut there to start thinking about working on the newsletter. Being editer isn't
a bad job; you get to spend a lot of time lounging around cn the phone or sitting comfortably in front of the BAWA
typewriter blissfully wondering what to Till up the blank pages with. But mot to worry; a lot of the material gets
dropped in your lap so all you have to do is decide if any of it means anything and what's fit to print. Then all
you have to do is lay it out, paste it up, get it printed and get it mailed., No big deal. I'll be glad to help out
for 2 or 3 months till you get the hang of it. As editor, you also get to read newsletters from lots of other
woodworking organizations, some of which are quite inmteresting, and you receive various pieces of BAUA's mail that
nobody eise knows what to do with. Actually, it's a rewarding job that will sllow you to develop a kinship with BAUA
and its members that few others have. It's taken a hit of work but I've enjoyed it and during my 3 terms I hope I'w 7
delivered something of what people wanted in & newsletter. This month, I wrote an article for the newsletter on h
dealing with clients who are mentally of f balance, but I seem to have run out of space so it will appear in the May
issue.

Peter Goad



By RACHEL CARLEY

HE scent of fresh sawdust in David
Lamb’'s Canterbury, N.H., workshap is in-
toxicating — almost cnough to make a
visitor want to become a woodworker. De-

sire, however, is just the beginning, according o
Mr, Lamb, a traditional cabinetmaker who sells
furniture he designs and builds by his own hand.
Mr. Lamb ought to know: He has devoted half of
his 28 years to a craft that demands natural ability,
discipline and endless hours of training.

Mr. Lamb credits both his interest and early
start to unusual circumstances. As an adolescent,
he lived with his family on the grounds of the Can-
terbury Shaker Village, a living Shaker community
and a museum of the religious pacifists who are
known for their thrifi, inventiveness and canny

business ways. At the 1792 village, where his step-

father is a curator, Mr. Lamb lived in' close prox-
imity to the graceful Shaker furniture. “It was an
unusual chance to really 100k at pieces and learn,”

‘the woodworker said.

More unusual was the opportunity to train for-
mally with a European master. For three years
starting when he was 14, Mr. Lamb gpent after-
school hoyrs and summers under the tutelage of
Alejandro de la Cruz, a Madrid-trained master
cabinetmaker who lived nearby and demonstrated
his craft at the village. -

“Jt was a real old-fashioned apprenticeship,”
Mr. Lamb said. *I spent the first two or three
weeks just Jearning how to sharpen my tools. Then
1 jearned how to use hand planes and to cut differ-
ent joints,” he recalled. In the tradition of master
craftsmanship, his training was based on repeti-
tion. “I’'d begin with a three-foot board and make
doevetails, cut them off and do it again until I ran
out of board,”” Mr. Lamb said: It was two years be-
fore he completed his first piece of furniture, a

"small, simply constructed table that he still owns.

Mr. Lamb later earned an. associate degree in
applied arts from Boston University’s program in
artisanry. (The program is no longer at Boston
University but is being taught at the Swain School
of Design in New Bedford, Mass.) Mr. Lamb
opened his first business in a small workshep on
the village grounds.

MaAacMURRAY PACIFIC
(415) 552-5500

568 Seventh St San Franciscao. CA 94103
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“Woodworker’s Skill

Takes Years to Hone

Today, he hangs his sign down the hill at the
workshop where he originally trained with Mr. de
la Cruz. Mr. Lamb purchased the workshop and the
house next door from his teacher, who returned to
Spain last year. The house, built by Shakers in the
early 10th century and renovated by Mr. de la
Cruz, is home to Mr, Lamb, his wife, Janet, and
stepdaughter Christine, To be furnished with his
own work, the house will eventually double as Mr,
Lamb’s showroom.

A recent visit found Mr. Lamb dividing his atten-
tion between a half-finished mailbox finial and a 10-
piece ecclesiastical commission — pulpit, altar
table, font, communion rail, two bishop's benches
and frontals, credence table and cross — for St
Paul's Episcopal Church in nearby Concord. To
symbolize new growth and vigor for the Victorian
Gothic church, recently rebuilt after a fire, Mr.
Lamb devised an intricately carved pattern of oak
leaves and acorns for the oak pieces.

Mr. Lamb’s business, generated through word of
mouth, also includes residential designs. ‘1 started
out with a lot of little tables, but now I'm getting
into dining room tables, secretaries and highboys
— big things thal take a lot of time,” said the
craftsman, who works by commission only and has
a three-year backlog of work.

Mr. Lamb’s designs range from formal Chippen-
dale to contemporary. He might reproduce an an-
tigque or modify an existing design. ‘I have no prob-
lem with taking a Shaker form and altering it,”” he
said. “Shaker craftsmen were uneven in their abil-
ity and while the pieces have a wonderful basic de-
sign, one might have clunky feet or another over-
sized knobs,” he explained. “I'll change things like
that because they have a big impact on the overall
effect.”” Mr. Lamb works primarily with hard-
woods such as cherry, mahogany, walnut and
mapie. ‘I love pine, but 1 keep away from it be-
cause it’s s0ft and dents easily,” the woodworker
said. *‘People pay a lot and they want a perfect fin-
ish, not something that looks worn.” :

Work is priced by the project, according to com-
plexity, time and labor involved. A set of four Chip-
pendale dining chairs, for example, might cost
$4,000 to $6,000, but elaborate carving could bring
the price up to $2,500 a chair. A high-style cherry
highboy recently delivered to a buyer in Pennsyl-
vania was priced at more than $9,000. .

The Chippendale-style piece, based on an I8th-
century original made by the Windsor, Conn., cabi-
netmaker Eliphalet Chapin, required about 350
hours to complete. Work on the basket-weave trac-
ery, apphiquéd vines and the finial, each hand
carved from a single piece of wood, took three
weeks alone.

The essence of traditional cabinetmaking and
joinery, Mr. Lamb said, is the hand work. A wood-
worker uses machine tools — lathe, band saw,
planer — for rough work like cutting out framing
pieces, *But the thrust of my training was on the
fine hand work,” he emphasized. ““‘All the exposed
joinery, all the details, all the finishing are done by
hand, and that's why the field is so specialized.”

HARDWOOD

2150 DRKDALE AVENLE
SAN FRANCISCD, CA 84124
(415) 647-0782

MacBEATH

930 ASHBY AVENUE
BERKELEY, CA 94710
(415) B43-4380

TRY MACMURRAY PACIFIC!

;MacMurray Pacific carries an extensive line of
‘ woodworkers hardware, tools and shop supplies.

COMPANY




" PLASTIC LAMINATE
 SALES & FABRICATION

Formica o Wilson Art

lamingart  Nevamar

Dura-Beauty e Pionite
+ Metallics e

CORIAN
AVONITE

Parkmead Products
@30 45th Ave.
Oakland, CA 94601
532-5931

U.S.
CELLULOSE

| HAS YOUR NEEDS
COVERED.

with
Solvents Pigmented Lacquer
Thinners Lacquer Additives

Reducers Removers
Stripping Aids Waxes

Abrasives Touch-up Supplies
Safety Equipment Spray Equipment
Clear Lacquers Adhesives

U.S. CELLULOSE

520 PARRQOT, SAN JOSE. CA 956112  [408) 295-0104

PLYWOOD...LUMBER SALES ..

Announces the L_ocation of Their
NEW SAN FRANCISCO OUTLET
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We welcome new members. If you are interested in or engaged in woodworking at any
level of expertise, won't you join us? Dues are $30. per year which entitles you to
all of the benefits of membership. To emroll, please fill out the coupon below and
send it with your check for $30. to:
Bay Area Woodworkers Association
P.O. Box 421195
San Francisco, CA 94142

NAME

ADDRESS

HOME PHONE

WORK PHONE

Enclosed is $30. Please enroll me as a member of Bay Area Woodworkers Association and
put me on the newsletter mailing list.
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The Dairy Barn Post Office Box 747

Southeastern Ohio Athens, Ohio 45701

Cultural Arts Center (614) 592-4981 or 4985

CONTACT: Mark J. Burhans
Coordinator
614-592-4981

A CALL FOR ENTRIES

EVENT: AMERICAN CONTEMPORARY WORKS IN WOOD '87

DESCRIPTION: A national juried exhibition, representing some of
the finest work being done by today's artists working
in wood. Works are contemporary, and of original design
(not reproductions), and may be functional and/or
sculptural.

DATES: September 19 - October 18, 1987.
HOURS : 11 am - 5 pm daily and weekends, 11 am ~7 pm Thursdays.
LOCATION: The Dajiry Barn Southeastern Ohio Cultural Arts Center

on Dairy Lane in Athens, Ohio. Listed on the National
Repister of Historiec Places, the building houses over
7,000 square feet of exhibition space.

ELIGIBILITY: Open to all l1iving artists. Submit slides with entry
form and $15 entry fee.

JURY : Alphonse Mattia, woodworking artist and associate
professor of woodworking and furniture design for
the Program in Artisanry of the Swain School of Design,
New Bedford, Massachusetts.

Rick Snyderman,founder/director of the Snyderman Gallery
of Philadelphia, Pemnsylvania.

William Keyser, designer/craftsman and Chairman of
Crafts for the School for American Craftsmen at the
Rochester Institute of Technology, Rochester, New York.

AWARDS 1 Over $3,000 in cash awards will be available.
DEADLINE: The deadline for receiving entries is June 15, 1987.
PROSPLECTUS: Entry forms may be obtained by contacting:

AMERICAN CONTEMPORARY WCORXS IN WOOD
PO BOX 747, Athens, Ohic 45701 (614) 592-4981



QUALITY SAW WORKS B.A.U.A. EXECUTIVE ROSTER

Sales & Sharpening Chairman Larry Borsian 822-1211
824-2054
CARBIDE
Saws + Tools - Curtters Secretary Bob Greenberg 552-1870
Wood - Metal - Plastic : B821-3805
Planer knives & Handsawe Treasurer Terry liard B63~0700
we service the trades
Advertising Don Segale 589-4890
'1 LOOMIS Tim Kennedy 583-5975
SAN FRANCISCO 364-5558
(415) 282-3060
Newsletter Editor Peter Good 530-3188
1966 Tiffin Rd.
Oakland, CA 948502
BAWA welcomes its newest advertiser
QUALITY HARDWOOD PRODUCTS
Specializing in hardwooé lumber,
plywoad, sheet goods
and related products
[
Patrick Kozisek {415} 732-9560 | ; HARDWOOD LUMBER &
. - _ ____PLYWOOD
| e v oods Sinve 1872

RETAIL-WHOLESALE

Red Qak ® White Oak ® Birch
Maple ® Walnut ¢ Ash ® Cherry
Teak » Exotics

Custom & Stock Moldings
Laminated Maple Tops
Hardwood Dowels

415 -261-1600 wEDELIVER

"""G e offer a Earge selection of fine 4801 Tidewater Ave , Cakland Ntz Fuy to High 5t
-~ woodworking tools for the shop

"' and professional carpenter at the
lowest prices.

M-F/8.5 pm
SAT 8:30- 2 pm

SARTOR SAW WORKS

All Saws Sharpened or Repaired - Pick-up delivery
Sales & Prompt Service

Carbide Saws and Router Bits Our Specialty

Mo Bat 10-6 - Bun 113

% WHOLE EARTH ACCESS

289 Bayshore Blvd., San Francisco
b SERKELEY Ll : SAN RAFAEL . 2
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